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ONLINE Giving

GIVING OPTIONS AVAILABLE |

e  Give ONLINE on our website af
www.spanishfortumc.org/giving

e Scan the QR code with your cell
phone/app

e Text SFUMCGIVE to 73256 and follow
the link

e Loginto the Realm Connect app on your phone

e Set up aregularly scheduled automatic withdrawal
from your bank account, contact Faye in the
church office or at faye@spanishfortumc.org.

o  Mail check designated as offering to 6530 Spanish
Fort Blvd., Suite D, Spanish Fortf, AL 36527

e Drop in mail slot by the church office front door.

*all gifts are tax-deductible and a year-end giving statement
will be prepared for you for fracking and tax purposes.
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Dear Church Family and Friends,

In arecent trip to visit family | fook my normal walks
through the neighborhood in Jacksonville, FL. It is a
wooded neighborhood of huge Live Oak, Magnolia,
Poplar and Maple trees. The developers had done an
incredible job of preserving the natural habitat. As |
walked, signs of life were all around me. Birds were
singing. Squirrels were foraging. Plants were budding.
Flowers were blossoming. These were sure signs of Spring
like we see every year. But | think more importantly, signs
of life. Signs of resurrection. Signs of Easter. Borrowing the
words of the famous hymn, “This is my Father’'s world and
to my listening ear all nature sings and round me rings the
music of the spheres”. Amidst the busy city of relentless
schedules and ongoing business and commerce, signs of
life were on full display but very often unnoticed or
passed by unseen. Elizabeth Barrett Browning penned it
so well, “Earth is crammed with heaven, and every bush is
aflame with the glory of God. But only those who see
take off their shoes; the rest just pick the berries.” Now |
enjoy picking berries! But | hope you get the point.

Spring is a favorite season for many, especially those
living in colder areas like my home state of West Virginia.
There is a release of the "death-like” grip of winter. Life
and warmth come out of the bitter and agonizing cold.
Interestingly, some writers have referred to the Covid
pandemic as the “long winter”. But we are beginning to
see signs of hope through available vaccines and fewer
Covid cases. Of course, we still look to practice measures
of safety as needed. But it is great to see signs of being
“released” from this pandemic event and returning to
more normal activities. But even in the midst of this long
wintfer, we are reminded again as we see signs of life,
Spring is reall And in a greater spiritual sense resurrection
is reall Death will never have the final word! Our Risen
Lord has given us the victory over sin and death (I
Corinthians 15). Alleluial Further, Christ has made us as
“signs” in our world of His matchless grace. We were
"dead” in our sins and Christ has made us “alive”. | hope
as people walk or drive through our neighborhood, they
may see us as “signs” of new life for we are indeed Easter
people and everyday to us is Easter!

Chirist is Risen!
Pastor Bill Price

MAUNDY THURSDAY DRIVE-THRU
COMMUNION | April 1 |12:30-1:00 p.m.
or 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. | Main Campus |
Parking Lot | We are offering two drive
thru communion options for receiving
of communion for Maundy Thursday
this year. If you have any questions,
please contact the church office.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE | April 2 | —
6:30 p.m. | Main Campus | Sanctuary -

Join us for this service of darkness as we
remember Jesus' death and the
promise of new life. If you have any
questions, please contact the church
office at 626-1334.

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday Service | March 28 | 8:45 & 11:00 AM
Spring Fling | March 28 | 3:00-5:00 PM

Maundy Thursday Drive Thru Communion | April 1 |
12:30-1:00 PM or 5:30-6:00 PM

Good Friday Service | April 2 | 6:30 PM
Easter Services - April 4

Outdoor Sunrise Service | 6:30 AM
& 9:30 AM

EASTER | April 4 | 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service; 8:00 a.m. &
9:30 a.m. Traditional Service with Easter Cantata;

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service | All services will
have communion.

COMMUNION ELEMENTS | In an effort fo keep our
congregation members safely connected, we are
offering a socially disfanced opftion for communion. If you
or someone you know is unable to be physically present

WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP

Regular Schedule

Traditional Worship - 8:45 AM (Sanctuary, Main Campus)
Discipleship Hour - 10:00 AM (In Person & Zoom)

Contemporary Worship - 11:00 AM (Sanctuary, Main Campus)

CHURCH INFORMATION
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Friday 8 a.m. - Noon
251-626-1334 | ministries@spanishfortumc.org
6530 Spanish Fort Blvd., Suite D, Spanish Fort, Al 36527

f Spanish Fort UMC Y @spanishfortumc
www.spanishforfumc.org
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for worship, you may come by the church office to pick
up individually packaged communion elements. These
will be available during the week prior to each
communion Sunday (typically the first Sunday of each
month). Tune in to our Live Stream or Radio Broadcast
as you actively participate in the blessing and receiving
of Holy Communion from your home. For more details,
contact Bonnie Hariel at bonnie@spanishfortumc.org.

NEW SERMON SERIES |
THIS IS OUR STORY:
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS
OF THE SPIRIT AT WORK |
April 11 | 8:45a.m. &
11:00 a.m. | Our
congregation is celebrating
60 years of ministry in
Spanish Fort and beyond!
oin us for worship as we
.| celebrate our church
history. During the weeks
leading up to Pentecost
Sunday we will discover the
many ways the Holy Spirit is at work. God is on the
move at SFUMC and we want YOU to be herel

* IMPORTANT COVID UPDATE *
IN PERSON WORSHIP & SMALL GROUP MEETINGS

As more people are being vaccinated and state
mandates for masks are being relaxed, our COVID
Task Force has been evaluating and making decisions
regarding our own policies for protecting our
congregation and the spread of COVID-19.

As we would love to relax our policies, it is imperative
that we do noft let our guard down prematurely. Our
Bishop has issued a statement urging churches to
continue mask requirements for a while longer until a
more significant portion of the population can be
vaccinated. Therefore, we will continue mask
requirements and distancing during worship services,
small groups and classes, and in our public and
office areas.

Our local schools are continuing mask requirements
indoors, and all our children and youth leaders have
not yet been vaccinated, so we will continue mask
usage in children and youth gatherings. We are
looking to ease some restrictions regarding food being
served in small groups, however, we are not restarting
our Sunday morning coffee fellowship or Wednesday
evening meals af this fime.

We will continue to aftempt to distance appropriately
in worship services and we will continue our diligent
cleaning practices between services. We appreciate
your prayers and patience as we continue to keep
everyone safel

Attendance: We still encourage all persons (especially
those who are in the high-risk categories) to make an
informed decision regarding worship aftendance. For
those who choose to worship from home, we will
livestream our 8:45 a.m. (1st Sundays/communion
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service only) and 11:00 a.m. worship services (every
week) on Facebook and we will broadcast our pre-
recorded 8:45 a.m. service on 103.3 FM af Noon each
Sunday afternoon. Symptoms: We ask those
experiencing iliness or fever, or those recently exposed
to Covid-19 to worship from their home. | Masks: Upon
enfrance, all worshippers age 6 and up will need to
wear a facial covering. We will have masks available fo
those who need them. Those that cannot wear a mask
are asked to worship at home. | Personal Behaviors:
We ask that all worshippers maintain social distancing
at all times and please refrain from handshakes or hugs.
Please no eating or drinking in the Sanctuary.

With everyone's continued support and adherence to
Covid policies, we hope that we can continue to meet
in small groups and worship in person.

Our full enhanced health and safety measures and
small group on campus meeting policies can be found
online at www.spanishfortumc.org/covid.
** ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE
CHANGES DUE TO THE PANDEMIC SITUATION*#

CHIL DR EN & YO T
CHILDREN’S REMIND APP | .

Parents! You can now stay

connected and up to date on all

things Children’s Ministry through | § emlnd
our Remind App Group. To get

starfed download the Remind App on your smart
phone or device. Send a text to 81010 - Text the

Message: @sfumckids]. If you have any questions,
please contact Jennifer Robertson in the church office.

UMCOR HYGIENE KITS - CHILDREN'S MISSIONS |
Ongoing | Children’s Monthly Mission Project |
Children’s ministry participates in a year long mission
effort of collecting and assembling hygiene kits for

disaster relief and local organizations.

ﬁUl‘I(tOR Each month different

Linited Mathedist Commities on patet11€MS Are collected and

then they are assembled.

During April, we will be collecting individually
packaged toothbrushes and fravel sized
unisex deodorant. There are drop off
locations in the Narthex and West Campus.
You can also have items sent directly from
our Amazon wish list here: bit.ly/umcorlist. Or
you can click the QR code to access the list. For more
information, please contact Jennifer Robertson.

SERVE e

HARAMBE | April 25 | 3:00 p.m. | Virtual Meeting |
Joining Together with Wesley College in Tanzania -
Here's an important announcement about how SFUMC
will be living out our global call to stewardship this
spring. We're joining a Tanzanian-style fundraising
event called a ‘HARAMBE,' to support Wesley College.
Harambe in Swahili means ‘coming together.’
Harambe is also a community-based fundraising
method in Tanzania. At a traditional Harambe, people

gather, celebrate, and joyfully contribute fo a common
cause. Wesley College has invited us to do all of this —
virtually —in April. We hope all of you will be excited to
join in, learn about Tanzania, and meet some of the
college students and staff. By coming together with
other churches across the US, we will form the next
generation of faith-driven leaders for Tanzania. If you
would like to give directly to this event you can visit
https://www.wesleycollegetzfoundation.com/
harambe. For more information please see
www.spanishfortumc.org/registration.

Harambe!

COMING TOGETHER FOR TANZANIA

Virtual Event | April 25 | 3 PM

visit www.spanishfortumc.org/registration
for more details and links

MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT SERVING THE LORD |
\ ‘ 7

John and Lisa Hamilton; OMS International (Uruguay)
Rob and Amy Ellis; Ethnos360 Missions (Tanzania, Africa)
Ronnie and Nanny Calvert (Quito, Ecuador)

Monica Maxwell; IMB Connecting (Southern India)

HURRICANE SALLY DISASTER RELIEF | For more

information on how you can assist with Hurricane Sally
Relief efforts or if you have or know of any needs in the
community, please visit www.spanishfortumc.org/sally.

SOLO SENIOR MEN |

A Mondays | 10:00 a.m. | (€50
West Campus | WD105 or
SENIOR MEN >50°, Pavilion at The Fort) |
You are invited to join this

group of men for a fime of fellowship each Monday.
For questions, please call the church office at 626-1334.

WAYS TO COMMUNICATE | During these ever
changing times, we want to continue to be the church.
We want fo continue to stay in touch and remain
connected in the ways that we can.

CALL the church office at 251-626-1334 | VIEW
previous sermon audio or video, newslefters, and
bulletins on our website at www.spanishfortumc.org/
media, YouTube, or Facebook. | LISTEN to our

8:45 a.m. pre-recorded Sunday worship service on Go
Forth Media's radio station WBHY 103.3 FM or 840 AM at
Noon on Sundays. | OFFICE HOURS The church office
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has returned to normal hours of 8 AM - 4 PM Monday-
Thursday and 8 AM - 12 PM on Friday. | EMAIL the
church office staff at ministries@spanishfortumc.org

NEW MEMBERS | Welcome fo our newest members:

Evelyn Taylor, Rebecca Wilson
BAPTISMS | Caroline Grace Wilson, Rebecca Wilson

DEATHS | Our condolences and prayers are
extended to:

Joanne Logan and family on the death of her
sister-in-law, Brenda Deming. Ms. Deming passed away
on March 1, 2021.

Jim Kimbrough and family on the death of his father,
James (Jim) Kimbrough, Sr. Mr. Kimbrough passed
away on March 4, 2021.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY | April25 | 11:00 a.m. | Join
us as we hold our Service of Confirmation and
Reception of New Members for our students who have
completed the Confirmation process. Our District
Superintendent, Rev. Jean Tippit, will be preaching this
Sunday also.

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY | May 2 | 8:45a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Services | We will be recognizing our Preschool during
both worship services. We are thankful for the oufreach
ministry our Preschool provides for the community.

AN UPDATE FROM BISHOP DAVID GRAVES | On
March 12, 2021 Bishop Graves announced, “...the
General and SEJ Jurisdictional Conferences which were
scheduled for spring and summer of 2020 did not
happen because of the COVID virus. As a result, the
General Conference was postponed until August of
2021 and the SEJ Jurisdictional Conference could not
meet unfil the General Conference has been in session.
Therefore, the 2020 delegation has been placed on
hold until the General Conference can meet.” The
Bishop went on to say, “The 2020 General Conference
has now been rescheduled for a second time from
2021 to meet on August 29 — September 6, 2022 sfill in
Minneapolis, MN."”

In short, The General Conference which was supposed
fo be held in 2020 has been delayed again until 2022.
The same delegation that was elected to serve in 2020
will serve in 2022 also. The prospective decisions
regarding a “graceful separation” within our church
are also delayed and will ultimately be determined at
the General Conference in 2022. Obviously, much
remains uncerfain. However, | encourage us to
continue the ministry and mission of our church through
these uncertainties and we will continue to abide by
our current Book of Discipline which was approved by
our last General Conference. | also encourage your
prayers for our leaders and delegates and the future
decisions that willimpact both our larger denomination
and our local church.

We want our SFUMC Family to be informed of updates
from our Conference. You may read Bishop Graves full
letter and additional updates by visiting the Alabama
West-Florida Conference website at: www.awfumc.org.



